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 KINGSTONE & THRUXTON GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the parish council held on Wednesday 15th May 2024
At 19.00 in Kingstone Village Hall, Green Lane, Kingstone, Hereford

Present: 
Cllr David Bailey, Cllr Leah Dunsmuir, Cllr Neil Howard, Cllr Colin Knight, Cllr Denise Lloyd, Cllr Paula Rawbone, Cllr David Rea, Cllr Christina Richards, Cllr Lynne Thorne, Cllr Colin Warrillow. 

In attendance:
Lisa Lewis (Parish Clerk), Paul Neate (Footpaths Officer) and one member of the public. 

	Agenda Ref
	Minutes

	1.
	Election of Chairman – Cllr Colin Pugh was proposed and seconded uncontested and it was unanimously agreed to re-appoint him as the chairman. It was agreed that the Declaration of Acceptance of Office can be signed prior to the next meeting. 
Election of Vice-Chairman – Cllr Colin Warrillow proposed and seconded uncontested and it was unanimously agreed to re-appoint him as vice-chairman. The Declaration of Office was duly completed. 


	2.
	Apologies for absence:- Received and accepted from Cllr Colin Pugh. 


	3.

	To receive declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation  
Cllrs were reminded of the requirement to update their register of interests if required. Cllrs Thorne and Rawbone both declared Non-Disclosable Pecuniary Interests in item 10.5 of the agenda, the interest book was duly completed. 


	4.
	Approval of minutes and sign from ordinary parish council meeting held on Wednesday 3rd April 2024. It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes as a true record, and they were duly signed by the chairman. 


	5.
	Roles for Councillors
5.1 Allotments Committee Members - Cllrs Pugh and Warrillow had confirmed they were happy to step down. Cllrs Bailey, Knight and Rawbone were proposed, seconded and it was unanimously agreed to appoint them as Committee Members. 
5.2 Finance Working Group – Cllrs Lloyd, Pugh, Rawbone, Thorne and Warrillow were unanimously appointed as members of the working group. 
5.3 Lengthsman Working Group – Cllrs Dunsmuir, Pugh and Thorne were unanimously appointed as members of the working group. 

	6.
	Election of Delegates to outside bodies
	6.1 Village Hall Committee – Cllrs Thorne and Rawbone were agreed as representatives. 
	6.2 Sports Association – Cllrs Knight and Pugh were agreed as representatives. 
6.3 Consolidated Charities – Cllrs Lloyd and Rawbone were agreed as representatives. 
               6.4 John Smith Charity – Cllrs Rawbone, Rea and Warrillow were agreed as representatives. 


	7.

7.1










7.2
	Members of the Public made comments on the following points:-
· None
7.1 Clerk’s Report  
Correspondence: 
· Email received from Dore Community Transport thanking the PC for their kind donation. 
· Phone call from an Allotment Plot Holder with a request for financial assistance and help to create raised beds within the plot to make it more accessible for their disability. It was RESOLVED to add this item to the next Allotment agenda. 
Updates 
As per Action Log. 
Planning Decisions – FOR INFORMATION ONLY 
None to note
The action log was reviewed and it was RESOLVED to archive all completed actions. 


	8.
8.1


8.2
8.3
8.4


8.5

8.6










8.7


8.8

8.9


	Verbal Reports
Local Policing Team Not Present. It was noted that the police team gave a good report at the Parish Meeting on the 8th May and the council would like to extend their thanks. Queried who took part in the survey – clerk to establish. 
Ward Cllr Reported:- Not present. 
Lengthsman Not present. Reports noted. Clerk to request re-positioning of Bin at doctors surgery by BBLP.  
Village Hall Committee reported:
· Meeting to take place shortly. 
· Permanent booking by the nursery and the hall remains busy. Lots of weekend bookings also made.
Sports Association – Apologies received from Steve Madison. Request to assist with the promotion of events – the parish council have advertised their Fair in the noticeboards.  
Parish Footpath Office (PFO) Reported: 
· Signage was discussed and it was noted that UV weather stickers can be purchased at approximately £3 per sign. It was RESOLVED to purchase 20 stickers at a cost of £60.
· KS1, KS3 & KS26 have had work completed, cutting and clearing.
· Strimmer had been serviced and will be collected. 
· Paul would like to advertise for an assistant. Clerk to draft an advert and publish. Cllr Dunsmuir volunteered to assist. 
· Boardwalk will be done. 
· Query about making the paths more identifiable to members of the public to report issues. Add to next agenda. 
· KS25 has been cut but not by Paul.
· Add purchase of Shredder to next agenda. 
Bike Track: It was noted that maintenance is required. The clerk had contacted the lengthsman who does not have capacity to carry out this work and also the current grass cutting contractor who we are awaiting a reply from. It was RESOLVED to contact Connexus to establish if they can assist.    
Allotments – 1 plot remaining. Toilet had been broken and fixed. Next Allotment meeting to take place on 5th June 2024 at 6:30pm.   
Food Share – The next food share is on Saturday 18th May 2024 10-11am. Will be advertised. 
 

	9.
	Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) 2023 – 2024
i) The Internal Auditors Report was received and recommendations noted. 
ii) Following consideration, the parish council RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to approve and formally adopt the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) relating to the 2023/24 financial year and this was signed by the vice-chairman and clerk. 
iii) Following consideration, the parish council RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to approve and formally adopt the Accounting Statement (Section 2) relating to the 2023/24 financial year and this was signed by the vice-chairman. 
iv) It was noted that the dates for the Exercise of Public Rights is set as Monday 3rd June 2024 – Friday 12th July 2024.

	10.
10.1
10.2
10.3

10.4


10.5
10.6
10.7
10.8

10.9
10.10



	Financial Reports
The payments list for May, as shown in appendix 1 was APPROVED. 
It was noted that the first half of the Precept at £13,768 and a VAT return of £747.89 had been received. 
Banking - Bank balances and reconciliation for end of April 2024 were noted and statements were signed by the signatories. 
The parish council insurance policy was considered and reviewed alongside the asset register for 2023/24 and it was RESOLVED to renew the policy for 2024/25. Clerk to action. Clerk to remove the litter bins as these are no longer in possession. 
Village Hall donation request of £2,000 – it was RESOLVED to defer this item. Add to the next agenda.  
The Parish Council considered the draft credit card policy and it was RESOLVED to formally adopt the policy.
The draft Reserves policy was considered and it was RESOLVED to review and defer until the next meeting. 
The current signatories being Cllrs Lloyd and Thorne were noted and it was RESOLVED to add Cllr Rawbone as a third signatory on the bank accounts. 
Change to .gov website and email, it was RESOLVED to defer this item pending further information. 
It was RESOLVED to formally adopt the following policies for 2024:-
Code of Conduct / Standing Orders / Financial Risk Assessment / Safeguarding Statement / Dealing with Planning Applications between Meetings / Complaints Policy / Data Protection Policy / Donations Policy / Publication Scheme and Media Policy. 
It was RESOLVED to defer adoption of the Financial Regulations pending adoption of the 2024 Regulations recently released by NALC. Clerk to review, add to the next agenda. 


	11.
	Planning To consider the following planning applications submitted to Hereford Council:- 
240776 - Exchequer Court, Thruxton, Hereford - Proposed variation of a condition 2 and 22 of planning permission 191725 (Proposed demolition of modern agricultural buildings and replacement with a development of 6 dwellings incorporating the conversion of two traditional barns into two dwellings, four new dwellings, refurbishment of a brick outbuilding to serve Exchequer Court, garaging, drainage
240797 - Exchequer Court, Thruxton, Hereford - Proposed variation of a condition 2 of planning permission 191726 (Proposed demolition of modern agricultural buildings and replacement with a development of 6 dwellings incorporating the conversion of two traditional barns into two dwellings, four new dwellings, refurbishment of a brick outbuilding to serve Exchequer Court, garaging, drainage and alterations to existing access) - amendments to access – LISTED BUILDING CONSENT 
It was RESOLVED to respond in respect of both application numbers for Exchequer Court in support of the applications with no comments to make. 


	12.
12.1


12.2



12.3

12.4



12.5

12.6



12.7



12.8
	Highways and Environmental Matters 
· It was noted that the draft plan pdf tiles was made available at the Parish meeting. 
· Herefordshire Council have confirmed that the finalised draft plan should be available to share with the parish imminently. 
Thruxton junction – it was noted the chairman, Cllr Colin Pugh had attended a site visit with Highways, Whitfield Estate, the Ward Cllr and residents of Thruxton to discuss road safety improvements at the junction. It was noted that this is currently outside of the funding remit with Herefordshire council and a further meeting may be required to consider alternative options. 
Lengthsman Working Group – it was RESOLVED to defer as the meeting had not yet taken place. Request clearance of village name signs.
The additional funding through the Lengthsman Scheme was noted and the clerk confirmed receipt of an updated Agreement from Herefordshire Council, it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to proceed with the scheme. The vice-chairman signed the agreement. It was noted that the clerk had submitted a note of interest in any drainage grants that become available and the parish council were in agreement.
Memorial Garden, feedback and responses are being collated. It was RESOLVED to set a date for all responses to be received by 31st May 2024 at which point the results will be published. 
Litter Picking – the first community litter pick had taken place and 11 volunteers attended and collected 4 purple bags. A further 5 bags were collected with school. Next community litter pick will take place on Saturday 1st June and another with the School on the 17th June. It was noted that Hi-vis needs to be worn by all volunteers.    
‘Youth Council’ information being obtained.  It was noted that the police confirmed that anti-social behaviour in the village had been reduced. Potentially co-opt a younger member of the community to represent younger views within the parish council. Cllr Knight will contact the Sports Association to ask about a Basketball area. 
Engagement with school – to remain on the agenda. 


	13.



13.1
	Training  
Clerk to send new training schedule from HALC to members. The clerk would like to attend the Principles of Internal Audit for Local Councils Course through the SLCC, it was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote for the clerk to take up this training at a cost of £120 + VAT. 
Defib training taking place on Wednesday 19th June 2024 in the Village Hall at 7pm. Advertise and ask for RSVP to Cllr Thorne to keep track of numbers attending. 


	14.
	Items for the next agenda
· Octavia Street sign
· Bulb Planting 
· Review outstanding actions
· Barrels planted


	15.
	Date of the next Parish Council meeting is Wednesday 5th June 2024.


	
	Meeting closed at 20:53pm. 





SIGNED…………………………………………………………		DATED…………………………….
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Date: 16/04/2024 Kingstone & Thruxton Parish Council Page 1

Tire:09:26 Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31/03/2024 User: LisA

for Cashbook 1 - Current Bank Alc

Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Current A/C 31/03/2024 27,030.64
27,030.64
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
27,030.64

Unpresented Receipts (Plus)

0.00
0.00
27,030.64
Balance per Cash Book is :- 27,030.64

Difference is :- 0.00
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